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Biography:Biography:
Magellan was born in Portugal. He grew up in a wealthy family and served as a page in the
royal court. He enjoyed sailing and exploring and sailed for Portugal for many years.
 Magellan had travelled to India by sailing around Africa, but he had the idea that there may
be another route by travelling west and around the Americas. The King of Portugal did not
agree and argued with Magellan. Finally, he went to visit King Charles V of Spain who agreed to
fund the voyage. 
In September of 1519 Magellan set sail his attempt to find another route to Eastern Asia.
There were over 270 men and 5 ships under his command. The ships were the Trinidad, the
Santiago, the Victoria, the Concepcion and the San Antonio. 
They first sailed across the Atlantic and the Canary Islands. From there they sailed south to
Brazil and the Coast of South America. Soon he found the passage he was seeking. He called it
the All Saints’ Chanel, today the Straits of Magellan. 
Finally, he entered into a new ocean on the other side of the new world. He called the ocean
the Pacific. It took four months for the ships to make it to the Mariana Islands. 
Then the ships headed to the Philippines where he and 40 men were killed in a battle in 1521. 

 



ELCANO



Biography 
HE  WAS  BORN  IN  1 4 7 6  IN  GETARIA ,  G IPUZKOA  IN  SPA IN .  FROM
HI S  CH I LDHOOD  HE  WAS  A  SA I L OR  AND  A  F I SHERMAN .  
CHARLES  V  HAD  SE LECTED  MAGELLAN  TO  LEAD  AN  EXPED IT I ON
MADE  UP  O F  5  SH IP S  AND  239  ME  TO  F IND  OUT  A  SHORTCUT  TO
THE  FAR  EAST  BY  GO ING  AROUND  THE  T IP  O F  S OUTH  AMER ICA .
E LCANO  WAS  SE LECTED  AS  MAGELLAN  SECOND - IN -COMMAND .  WHEN
MAGELLAN  WAS  K I L LED  IN  1 5 2 1 ,  E LCANO  COMMANDED  THE  LAST
SH IP  IN  THE  EXPED IT I ON .  THEY  LE FT  THE  SP ICE  I S LANDS  IN
DECEMBER .  ON  SEPTEMBER  8 ,  1 5 2 2 .  
E LCANO  AND  H I S  CREW  REACHED  SPA IN  COMPLET ING  MAGELLAN ’ S
EXPED IT I ON .  THE  K ING  GAVE  H IM  H I S  COAT  O F  ARMS .  HE  D I ED  IN
1 5 26 .  
THE  VOYAGE  PROVED  THAT  THE  EARTH  WAS  ROUND .  
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